HELLENISk IN ANCIENT INDIA

peoples of the West as Abhiras and Kambodjas : thus in iii, 51,
23, we have Singhalese, Barbaras or barbarians and the inhabi-
tants of Lanka (*>., both the native and Hindu name for Ceylon
and the Greek and^Hindu name for barbarians!) ["Sinhalan, Bar-
baran, Mlechchhan ye ca Lafikanevasinah,"] The word bar-
bams (-01 Barbaroi) occurs in both epics, but not in literature
of an earlier date. Weber (Ind, Lit p. 237 note), drew atten-
tion to the constant union of Greek with the Western people
in other literature as well. The name was extended to Indo-
Scythians and later even to Parthians and Arabians (Weber,
loc. cit). These are grouped together along with the Western
f peoples, the Persians, Greeks and Scythians and the folk of
Kashmere, Darades, Kiratas, Huns, Chinese, Tus^ras, Indus-
dwellers etc.* So in xii, 207, 43, opposed to "sinners of the
south" are "the northern sinners," i,e. the Greeks (yavanas),
Kambodjas, Gandharas (Kandahar people), Kiratas and Bar-
baras, who are said to have been wandering over this earth from
the time of Treta Age, having customs like those of the wild
animals or of the lowest castes.

Such allusions as these can mean only this : The Pandu
Epic in its present form was composed after the Greek in-
vasion. As has long been suggested if the Greeks are
mentioned in the epic, among the allied* forces, Bhagadatta
may be Apollodotus, the founder of the Grseco-Indian king-
dom (60 B. C) [Weber, Ind. Lit. pp. 204 ff.] This Greek is
especially mentioned not only as a "ruler of the Yavanas", but
as the friend of the epic hero's father, (ii, 14, 15) [vide L. von
Schroeder, "Literatur und Cultur" p. 463.] But it should be
noted that the form of the name Bactrian does not compel us
to accept Professor Weber's conclusion with regard to the
date of the passages containing this form. If this seems
inconclusive, there is no other way but to refer the epic in
its present form to a post-Christian era. But even otherwise,